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FOREWORD

The Annual Report which follows is remarkable ft&r extent and detail. | do hope that
all members of the Council will find the time toackit carefully, since it records the
immense amount of work done and initiatives takemhe protection and promotion of
safe shooting sports. And it is highly educativeisltoo much to hope that all our
legislators with interests in shooting will seebitit it would be helpful, in the interests of
the public and of shooting, if they were able tasdo

It is both a pity and a danger that society gehetads little knowledge, interest or

toleration of arms and calculates or imagines thgislation can cure the very real

problem of violence with firearms. It won't and,deed, can make matters worse by
inculcating a false sense of security. In a sodmetyet by family breakdown and the lack
of discipline and loss of moral principle among tmany young people, it is sad but
hardly surprising that the readily available supplyillegal firearms is used to settle

scores real or imagined.

It is just possible to contemplate legislation &mlthe supply of kitchen knives which are
being used increasingly to stab and kill the inmbcé&Jseless, of course, but the idea
demonstrates the limitations of legislation. Thdyorure for gratuitous violence with
whatever weapon is, | suggest, “education” in iidest sense and condign punishment
for those who commit violent crimes.

One of my major concerns during my years as Chairamal President of the Council has
been the increasing use of violence on televisioth ®wideo games as entertainment.
There is no doubt, in my opinion, that it encousagee impressionable young to accept
violence as the norm and | was delighted that tle&nCil made a closely argued

submission to Dr Tanya Byron’s Enquiry. Let us htipst some good will come of it.

But the submission was but a tiny percent of thmgtaking work done by Council
Members in the interest of responsible shooting@muliblic safety and, in particular, by
its energetic and very hard working Secretary, D&enn. We have much to thank him
for, as indeed we have in the case of the Chairb@d Shrewsbury. The latter has
succeeded me as President after a most succeesfud ps Chairman.

| have enjoyed eight years as Chairman and Prdsidesm sad to lose this close
connection with the Council but, in my opinionjstnecessary to quit any office before it
becomes too comfortable and one runs out of ideaball always be grateful to our
Members for their friendliness and good fellowshipd | thank them and | know they
will be generous in their support for the contirqui@fficers in the work of promoting
safe and disciplined shooting.

Sir Patrick Lawrence
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ABBREVIATIONS

ACPO: Association of Chief Police Officers (Engleemd Wales).

ATT: Arms Trade Treaty.

CIP: International Proof Commission.

CUF: Criminal Use of Firearms, an ACPO Secretariat.

DEFRA: Department for Environment Food and RurdbAs.

DMA: Defence Manufacturers Association.

ELO: European Landowners Association.

EU: European Union.

FAC: Firearms Advisory Committee (not yet appointedso firearm certificate.
FACE: Federation of Associations for Hunting & Censtion of the European Union.
FELWG: Firearms and Explosives Licensing Workingg @y, an ACPO body.
FESAC: Foundation of European Societies of Armdectdrs.

GGE: (United Nations) Group of Government Experts.

HBSA: Historical Breechloading Smallarms Associatio

HSE: Health and Safety Executive.

IANSA: International Action Network on Small Arms.

ICOMAM: The International Committee of Museums aiws and Military History, an
International Council of Museums body.

IMCO: The European Parliament’s Committee on therhral Market and Consumer
Protection.

ISSF: International Shooting Sport Federation.

MEP: Member of the European Parliament.

NFIC: National Firearms Intelligence Cell

NFLMS: National Firearms Licensing Management Syste

NGO: Non-Governmental Organisation.

NIAG: National Independent Advisory Group.

NRA-TV: National Rifle Association Television (USA)

RFD: registered firearms dealer

SBAC: Society of British Aerospace Companies.

SGC: shotgun certificate.

SOCA: Serious Organised Crime Agency.

VCR Act: Violent Crime Reduction Act 2006.



CHANGES

In May 2007 Richard Malbon was succeeded by Alanstlke as Director of the

Sportsman’s Association of Great Britain and Namhé&eland, and Alan became its
representative on the Cound®lichard died suddenly and without warning on thengvg

of Good Friday 2008. He had been Director of ther&man’s Association since 1998.
An expert in firearms law and deeply knowledgeadl®ut the technical aspects of
shooting, he will be greatly missed, as he gavensoh of his time to his sport and its
administration.

During December, Alan Overton stepped down as seprtative of the Muzzle Loaders

Association of Great Britain. Alan was one of thestexperienced members of Council,
and was not only formidably knowledgeable on a walgge of subjects relating to target
shooting, but his eye for detail and skill as a&rensured the improvement of any dratft.
He was also active in his local constituency, wherenade the most of his contacts with
his MP, Martin Salter, the Labour Party spokesman ghooting. Alan has been

succeeded by Ken Hocking, the MLAGB's Director €@ullecting.

HOME OFFICE AND PARLIAMENT

The BSSC has continued its close contact with tlmenél Office on all aspects of
legislation affecting the shooting sports. Vernoomaker has continued as Under
Secretary of State with responsibility for firearraad the BSSC has maintained a sound
and open working relationship with him and his kcsarvants.

All Party Group on Shooting and Conservation

This Group exists to provide an information sowsoe discussion forum for legislators,
and it is proving of great value. Meetings are Hadth at Westminster and in the field.
The Secretariat is provided by BASC. BSSC joinedanuary 2007, and the Secretary
has attended meetings on Sunday Shooting, the IDigietive, the effects of game bird
rearing and releasing on the local habitat and lifgldthe CLA’s Shoot Assurance
Scheme and Code of Good Shooting Practice.

Review of Firearms Legislation

During the year there was no discernable Home ©ffactivity on the Review of

Firearms Legislation, although this became a mattgolitical speculation in Scotland,
with the growing pressure for devolution to Holydoof a power to legislate on firearms.
It is anticipated that the Home Office will be eggd until 2009 in the implementation of



changes emanating from Amendments to the 1991 E&cive 91/477/EEC on control
of the acquisition and possession of weapons. Blahare likely to be any impetus in
Westminster for a ‘root and branch’ reform of fines legislation this side of a general
election.

Firearms Advisory Committee

Any move in Westminster to appoint a Firearms AdiysCommittee, the proposed
successor to the Firearms Consultative Commitserpw expected to be consequent on
the re-activation of work on the Review, althougblyiood has shown interest in the
idea.

Parliamentary Reporting

The Council has benefited throughout the year ftbenexcellent service provided by
Rees & Freres, Parliamentary Agents, in keeping Goencil promptly informed of
firearms and shooting-related matters raised niyt ionthe Westminster Parliament, but
also in the Edinburgh Parliament. Rees & Freres amaalgamated with Eversheds in
December, and the latter will continue to provideporting service.

Proposed ban on ‘samurai’ swords

Although the Private Members Bill number 217 tabbed19" June 2006 did not succeed
in its intention to ban the sale, manufacture, ,hio@n, or importation of sharpened
samurai swords, it nevertheless succeeded in kgdpma live political issue against the
background of the Scottish Parliament’s initiativéth the Custodial Sentences &
Weapons Bill, Scotland. Such legislation would mbily significantly affect collectors,
re-enactors and the gun trade, some of whose memiaete in collectors’ arms and in
knives for use in field sports, so was of concerthe BSSC.

In March the Home Office published a consultatiacuiment, focussed on ‘samurai’
swords and ‘fantasy’ knives. Following consultatisith FESAC, HBSA, MLAGB,
ICOMAM and the Arms & Armour Society, a BSSC respemvas sent in May.

The Home Office’s Summary of Responses to its Ciatson Paper on Banning
Offensive Weapons was subsequently published, lmmdHome Secretary announced on
12" December that action would be taken on ‘samurairdsl, in effect a ban with
exceptions, with the intention of having contraisplace by April 2008. This would be
achieved by an Order amending the 1988 Offensivapias Order.

The Response demonstrated that, numerically, relgpmds were against a ban, but that
the consultation website was visited only 3507 sj@nd only 270 replies were received.
There had been four police responses (one beimg AGPO). Only two victims’ groups



responded, and were clearly not in complete acadttdeach other. In Paragraph 2.3 the
Summary stated that ‘We need to balance the vidwwiseomany collectors and matrtial
arts enthusiasts against the position adopted Wyelaforcement agencies and victims
organizationsyeflecting the views of wider communitiego thought a ban necessary
and proportionate...” (emphasis added). This asswmpsi very much open to question,
especially as one of the two victims’ groups seemetl to have supported a ban.
Although the Government did not propose ‘at présentadd any other articles to the
Offensive Weapons Order, Paragraph 2.3 includedtarsent that ‘The Government will
consider whether this should be extended to otherds, subject again to appropriate
exemptions.” There were clearly also unresolvedinde&fnal problems relating to
‘samurai’ swords.

The BSSC sought an early meeting with the Homec®fi 2008, and formed a group of
interested parties, including the GTA and auctimudes as well as museums and
collectors’ organisations.

Violent Crime Reduction Act 2006

This Act was given the Royal assent hNovember 2006. Its main impact is on those
who collect or use realistic imitation firearms @vé the design of the original firearm
post-dates 1870) or blank firers or soft air guths, importation, manufacture or sale of
which has been banned if they are realistic ingtafirearms (there are exemptions for
soft-air skirmishing, re-enactment, and theatricesles). Those already in private
possession may be retained and used. The commea@abf conventional air weapons is
restricted to registered firearms dealers (priies remain unaffected) and the age at
which an air weapon may be purchased was raisg8.to

The Secretary continued to work closely with thenQuade Association and the Home
Office on the implementation of this Act, a proces#l not completed by the end of
2007.

The outgoing First Minister of the Scottish Goveemty Jack McConnell, ordered
Scottish Police Forces to report in two years tonethe effect on crime of the Violent
Crime Reduction Act.

The work of John Batley and Colin Greenwood of @A in discussions on the detailed
wording of Regulations has considerably contributethe improvement in detail of this
legislation.

Home office investigation into violence in the medt

The Home Office announced a review to be undertdlse®r Tanya Byron, the well-
known television psychologist and columnist, intolence in the media, the results to be
submitted in March 2008. The Secretary submittedsponse on behalf of the BSSC,
which has maintained an interest in this subjeutesthe mid-1990s.



Westminster Fair

Following on the success of the 2005 and 2006 syenthird ‘Westminster Fair’ was
held at the Houses of Parliament on Monda$} R&vember on the theme of ‘Shooting-
the Sport of a Million People’. Aimed primarily MPs and Peers, this event gives the
BSSC's constituent organisations the chance tdhgucase for the shooting sports to our
legislators, and they put on outstanding displaysckv generated much favourable
comment. They were again joined by ACPO FELWG,Rbéce licensing group, and the
HBSA, representing collectors of breech-loaderd. \Biggin MP, our host, and Martyn
Jones MP, the BSSC's two Vice-Chairmen, spoke @otiy on the grassroots of the
sport that provided the base of the ‘performanceamyd’ on which our international
success is based; on the opportunity provided ¢cose sport flourish as a result of the
London Olympics and the Paralympics in 2012 and @mwnmonwealth Games in
Glasgow in 2014; on the risk of a ‘nil’ legacy aérpnanent World-class shooting range
facilities in either London or Glasgow and of theed for individual shooters to ensure
that their MPs were aware of the shooting sports.

SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT

Custodial Sentences and Weapons (Scotland) Act 2007

This Act introduced new measures to restrict thie sd ‘non-domestic’ knives and

swords and increased maximum sentences for sorséngxoffences. Because of the
adverse effect that it could have on legitimateletea some of whom are registered
firearms dealers, in knives, swords and antiquesarinonly by discouraging law-abiding

customers, it was of considerable concern to the Bade Association and the BSSC.

The Act limits the commercial sale of non-domeg&tiaves to licensed dealers and bans
the sale of swords made after 1945, but provideemions to the ban on sale for

legitimate religious, cultural and sporting purpgsmcluding highland dancing, theatre,
film, television, antique collecting, re-enactmemtd living history, fencing and those

martial arts that are organised on a recognisedisgdasis. The age at which a person
may buy a crossbow was raised from 17 to 18.

There will be strong powers of enforcement, inahgda right of entry and seizure by
police officers and trading standards officerdhdre are reasonable grounds for believing
that an offence has been committed.

Draft Regulations for licensing the sale of non-éstic knives had still not been
published at the end of 2007, but the BSSC remaady to work towards achieving
practicability in the application and enforcemehtin Act which the BSSC considers ill-
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founded. It is unlikely to affect the criminal, whends to use cheap domestic or craft
knives, but will impact most on legitimate userdasmall businesses. The extreme
measures against swords appear to have been dmeea by political distaste and

disapproval than by any evidence or frequency suse. The wide powers it is intended
to give to local authorities with regard to botle tbonditions attached to the knife
dealer’s licence and the fees charged are likelypdoa recipe for inconsistency and
unreasonableness.

Firearms legislation and Scotland

On 18" December 2006 the then MSP Tommy Sheridan, faunflehe Solidarity
Group, lodged in the Scottish Parliament a consaliadocument on a proposal for a
‘Member’s Bill to restrict the sale and usage af guns’, supported by an 11,000
signature petition. Effectively it would have badnair weapons except for use in
registered clubs (where the air weapons would lads@ to be stored) or for use by local
authority- approved vermin controllers, so wouldvédndhad a profound impact on the
shooting sports in Scotland, and on the gun triidailed for constitutional reasons, but
firearms, and air weapons in particular, remaindideapolitical issue in Scotland during
2007.

Under pressure from the Scottish Nationalist Patty Scottish Government made
representations to Her Majesty’s Government toothiice legislation to ban airguns in
Scotland and to transfer legislative responsibiiity firearms control from Westminster
to the Scottish Parliament. Kenny MacAskill, SadttiCabinet Secretary for Justice,
responded to the effect that the Scottish Executowdd not ignore the strength of public
feeling about the misuse of air weapons in Scott@mmunities and was committed to
taking appropriate steps to minimise the risk pdsgair weapons. It was committed to
ensuring that Scotland had a firearms regime tlegtsnScotland’s needs and intended to
engage with the Westminster Government on a widga®f issues including firearms.

Following the Scottish Nationalist Party’'s annoumeat, as part of its 2007-2008
legislative programme, that it was to pursue aoldil firearms legislation for Scotland,
the Secretary briefed the Home Office on the umdb8ity of this proposal, as did the
GTA, and subsequently met senior Scottish civilvaets from the Scottish
Government's Police & Community Safety Directorared Sports Policy Unit on 14
November. It became clear that the debate in Swbttad moved on from a desire to
‘ban’ air weapons to a wish to create a new Firsarket and a growing political
appreciation of the benefits brought to the shaptaports, particularly to the rural
economy. Just before Christmas, however, the Hoaeeesary, Jacqui Smith, vetoed the
devolution proposal, claiming that any variation tbe laws between Scotland and
England would be "confusing and potentially damgtjinfhe BSSC strongly supports
the retention by Westminster of legislative powersfirearms issues. It is anticipated
that this will remain very much a live politicabise in 2008.

10
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POLICE

Practitioners’ Group Meetings

The meetings during the year again underlined tbey \yood level of cooperation
between ACPO Firearms and Explosives Licensing \Mgrkroup, the Home Office,
the Forensic Science Service and the BSSC.

At the meeting held at BASC Headquarters offf Z&bruary, it was reported that a
number of issues raised at the previous meetingl@h October 2006 had been
satisfactorily resolved, including:

e guidance on RFDs returning shotguns to their owhgrsarrier;

e agreement that FAC holders with a condition lingtimem to MoD-certified ranges
only may now use ranges certified under the neangements by organisations other
than the MoD, including the National Rifle Asso@at and the National Smallbore
Rifle Association. The MoD-only condition will bemoved when next the certificate
is returned to the licensing office. This agreentead been promulgated to all forces
by ACPO;

e FELWG had made use of the Gun Trade Associatiaritamation on how the VCR
Act would affect the commercial sale of air weapons

e FELWG had taken on board GTA concern about thestedion of registered
firearms dealers as bodies corporate and this was govered in training for the
National Firearms Licences Management System;

e An outstanding question about the status of grewagedischargers remains subject
to a moratorium pending the outcome of a court.case

Concern was expressed about turnaround times famt gand renewal of certificates.

During discussion it was stated that there wereblpros with the certificate renewal

‘bulge’ and with delays caused by the rolling outtbe National Firearms License

Management System.

Among matters discussed were:

e The good practice of Firearms Enquiry Officers jaog printed contact details to
applicants.

e The inherent danger of one particular model of hoerlaller. The police agreed that
those in possession of such pistols should be ctada

e Concerns regarding rights of local authority Coli@x Inspectors to enter private
properties to conduct inspections and evaluatiand, the undesirability of this with
regard to dealers dealing from home or FAC holders.

e Concerns regarding contacts from bogus FirearmsuiBnfficers. It was agreed
that if there was any doubt the certificate hokleould refuse entry, refuse to answer
guestions, and check back with his firearms licegsiffice.

A meeting was held on #Qune. Matters under discussion included:

11
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Confirmation that dealers would not have to payifdormation from the National
Firearms Licensing Management System (NFLMS).

Progress on the revision of firearms forms.

An apparent increase in the use of the ‘accompaongdiition for neophyte sporting
rifle users.

Pre-grant training.

NFLMS delays, and a clarification of the numberaygtems for RFDs in the NFLMS
database.

A paper proposing a new way of defining obsoletatredire breechloaders that
should be given Section 58(2) antique status, whiak presented by Bill Harriman
and the Secretary.

A Home Office intention to revise its 2002 ‘Guidahon firearms law, which would
be of great importance to all shooters, and in Wwhiee BSSC and its constituent
Associations may expect to be closely involved.

On the 38 October, the meeting addressed the following ssue

The acceptance that there was no active move talprdong barrelled revolvers and
the withdrawal of police letters of advice that lsua prohibition was under
consideration.

The general acceptance that only photocopies ofF&CSGCs need be submitted at
renewal, rather than the original certificate.

Training or supervision of novice shooters (an amgdopic).

Proposals relating to data retention by certificatdders arising from electronic
means of communication.

Delays in grants and renewals of certificates. éstipractice’ renewal process is now
in place. Problems relating to the issue of SectioRermits, and their limitations,
continue under consideration.

Impact of the Violent Crime Reduction Act on dealegistration and on the
acquisition of air rifles by the Scout Associatemd cadet forces, and the return of air
weapons after repair. Positive pragmatic and prabke means of compliance were
agreed upon.

Following minor revision in the light of commentbe proposed changes to the way
of defining antique breech-loading cartridge firearwere discussed further. These
will be reconsidered in the light of the outcomeAshendments to the EU Weapons
Directive.

Discussion continued on the transportation of poibddl weapons by registered
firearms dealers.

Matt Perring of BASC joined the Practitioners’ Gpows Minutes Secretary. He
immediately established his ability in this essgnile.

Firearms Licensing Conference

John Batley of the GTA, Geoff Doe of the NSRA, Bilarriman and Mike Eveleigh of
BASC, Phil Boakes of the CPSA and the Secretaratdinded this Conference, with

12
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John Batley, Geoff Doe, Mike Eveleigh and the Sexryeall either giving papers or
introducing sessions. The Conference was held sgte background of the recently-
published Home Office Research Study number 2981'‘Gume: the market in and use
of illegal firearms’ which included the suggestitirat burglaries were still a source of
shotguns used in crime, that there was a probleim the leakage of shotgun cartridges
from the legal into the illegal market, and ther@svan increasing use of shotguns, which
are more likely to be discharged. A rebuttal papas produced by Colin Greenwood of
the Shooting Sports Trust. In 2006, firearms crivaes reducing for the first time since
1998, although injuries were up. To the end of 200®arm certificate numbers had
risen by 3.5%, shotgun certificates by 0.4% and &Bip0.7% (and set to rise further to
cover air weapon dealers), an encouraging trenth@®shooting sports. The main themes
of the conference were: the new Violent Crime R#&duacAct; night shooting; new
procedures for range certification; ‘secondary gosason’ (for instance the use of a rifle
granted for deer stalking for shooting foxes or ryoshe new National Ballistics
Intelligence Programme; disguised weapons; firedes$ of the ‘roll-out’ of the National
Firearms License Management System; and the Horfiee@freview of firearms forms;
and ‘conditions’. In general, this was a very ukefanference, with a considerable
willingness to discuss problems openly and posigtt#udes towards change being in
considerable evidence. It is to be hoped that th@us initiatives will be pursued, and
that the BSSC will be invited to attend and contié#bto future Conferences.

National Independent Advisory Group to the ACPO Crminal Use of Firearms
Secretariat

The Secretary is a member of this NIAG, which hastioued to focus on issues and
proposed solutions other than ‘gun control'. Thiegee included the utility of amnesties,
and, at its meeting on thd #pril, the role of mediation between rival crimirgroups
and witness protection, an essential prerequisitesticcessful prosecution of gang
members.

At its meeting on the 17September, it considered the setting up by Ja8miih, Home
Secretary, of a ministerial task force and a spistiaational police unit headed by Jon
Murphy, Deputy Chief Constable of Merseyside, fafiog the death of Rhys Jones and
rising firearms homicides. Provisional Home Offitgures indicate that there were 58
firearms-related homicides in England and Wale2006-07 compared with 49 in the
previous year. The unit was given a £1 million betdgind was to report in February or
March 2008. It was to concentrate on local supdhfi@arms to gangs in London,
Manchester, Liverpool and Birmingham, on criminahaurers, on ports of entry and the
postal system. It brought together to work on #lefiyearms as a high priority, a number
of agencies including the Serious Organized Cringenky, Customs & Revenue, the
postal authorities, and the Foreign & Commonwe@ltfice. The ministerial task force
would involve other relevant ministries, local gow@ent and community groups in the
development of a five year programme on a rangaodént crime issues, including gun
and knife crime. The Group also learned more ofwloek of the National Firearms
Intelligence Cell, which is working with the abowspecialist national police unit.

13
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Founded in December 2006, NFIC is a multi-agendly involving Customs & Revenue,
the Border & Immigration Agency, SOCA, the West Mitds Police and the
Metropolitan Police. Its role is to act as a cerdfeexpertise on the criminal use of
firearms and the law enforcement response. Its yp@k embraces conversions and
reactivations, legislation, internet sales that‘@al’ in the country of origin but break
UK law when the purchases arrive here, vulnerableldrs, the cultural use of firearms,
theatres of war and a European threat assessrmbas. &lso expressed interest in areas of
‘legal ambiguity’, which may well be of great ingst to the BSSC if any proposed
solutions might impact adversely on the legitingtieoter.

This Group met again on $2December, and was addressed by Vernon Coaker, Home
Office Minister, who praised its work and confirméd status as one of the Home
Office’s most important Advisory Groups. The rolé the ACPO Criminal Use of
Firearms portfolio will be changing. It will beconpart of the broader ‘Violent Crime’
portfolio, concentrating on the supply side of wexag It is not yet clear how this will
impact on the work of the NIAG. A very interestipgesentation was given by a prison
officer and a former armed robber, criminal armouasd ‘lifer’ on intervention
programmes in prisons and schools, whereby formedient criminals are encouraged

to help to dissuade children and those at an etalge of their criminal career to turn
away from the carrying and use of weapons.

HEALTH & SAFETY EXECUTIVE

While there has been no further advance on the siBEEntion to issue new guidance on
the storage of shooters’ powders, the HSE did isswensultative document entitled
‘Proposals for Health and Safety (Miscellaneous Adments and Revocations)
Regulations’ which did include a proposal that fiieearm (or Shotgun) Certificate
should become the basis for licensing the possesdiblack powder by shooters. While,
in principle, an excellent concept that would siifiyplife for all parties, the suggested
maximum of 1.5 kilos of black powder to be heldtbe authority of a FAC would be far
too low for the great majority of users. There watso a number of other technical
licensing issues affecting dealers and game falrigtwit was opportune to discuss. A
meeting with HSE was therefore arranged for JanR@0g, for which a discussion paper
was prepared by the GTA and considerable reseamh wndertaken on shooters’
requirements regarding black powder by BASC and NHeAGB, to ensure a well-
supported case.

DEPARTMENT FOR ENVIRONMENT, FOOD AND RURAL AFFAIRS

During 2006 the BSSC had made submissions to thER2EWildlife Management
Team on proposed changes to the 1991 Deer Acinglet deer management. Following

14
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the consultation process, DEFRA used the Reguld&efgrm Act to implement changes.
These implemented new close seasons for Chiness de¢r and red/sika deer hybrids
and a licensing system for culling deer during these season or at night. They also
permitted the use of a stationary mechanically-plled vehicle, with its engine off, as a
shooting platform, and the use of ‘any reasonal@dans’ to despatch a wounded deer.
Restrictions on the use of rifles under .240 inahbece for killing deer in England and
Wales were modified to permit the use of a rifléhanot less than .220 inch calibre and a
muzzle energy of not less than 1,356 joules (1,fa@@ pounds) and a soft nosed or
hollow nosed bullet not less than 3.24 grammesgf@ains) in weight for Chinese water
Deer and muntjac, but not for roe (as originalkeided) there having been opposition to
this by Natural England and the RSPCA. It is tadggretted that a complete alignment of
practice between English and Scottish legislationrifles and cartridges suitable for
smaller deer species, an outcome strongly suppditedSSC, was not achieved.
Nevertheless the other changes were greatly toeteowed.

PROPOSED EUROPEAN UNION BAN ON NON-METRIC MEASURES

In February the Secretary responded (as did theTeaahe Association, Shooting Sports
Trust and many other industries and interest grotgoan EU request for consultation on
the use of ‘supplementary indicators’ (i.e. non{meimeasurements), laying down
arguments for the continuation of the measureménshotgun bores by the number of
pure lead round balls to the pound, the use of trapaeasures for cartridges and the
grain for projectile and propellant weights. Whtlee EU is committed to universal
metrication, it recognizes that other systems ranmawidespread use and understanding,
and has to accept that one of the EU’s major exparkets, the USA, is unlikely ever to
metricate. Hitherto, the EU has permitted the useoo-metric measurements alongside
metric.

On 26" June the EU report on the consultation on the ID&ctive 80/181/EEC was

published, with the anticipated outcome of a recemaation that traditional units of

measurement should be allowed to continue indefinitto the benefit of the shooting
sports and gun trade, along with the manufactusédetergent, bicycles and a host of
other products. While almost all states and allustdy representative groups were
sensibly in favour of the status quo, curiously tmy strong pressure for a rigid and
exclusive metrication policy came from private iduals, mostly school teachers, in the
UK.

EUROPEAN FIREARMS ISSUES

Amendment of the EU Directive 91/477/EEC on controlof the acquisition and
possession of weapons.
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In order for the EU to comply with the United Natis anti-crime Vienna Protocol, some

minimal changes to the 1991 Directive were requicEVering marking and tracing of

firearms, illegal manufacture, the period of tinge fvhich dealers’ registers must be
maintained, and deactivation standards. During 20@@&came clear that real pressure
was being exerted by some anti-gun Members of thefgean Parliament to open up the
debate on the Directive with a view to making grsficantly more restrictive.

The progress of the Amendments through the EU Ctteenand Parliamentary process
continued through 2007, with well over 120 Amendteeand Compromise Amendments
in play, and preparing briefings for MEPs on the8aising with interested UK
organizations, particularly the Gun Trade Assocmat(also very active, as it became
clearer that the trade would be affected to an eyeater extent than the shooter) and
European bodies, particularly FACE and FESAC, wasegor aspects of the Secretary’s
work for the year. The debate swung back and favith the interests of the legitimate
shooting sports and the trade gaining some ascepdammidyear after hard lobbying,
but the lack of agreement within the European &amdint's Committees was reflected by
the postponement from September to November oEthd’arliament’s Plenary Session
to discuss the proposed Amendments, despite thesidérey’'s commitment to
completing the amendment process before the ernldeoyear, and there was a distinct
hardening of attitudes during October. Followingeaies of what are called ‘Trilogue’
meetings (which are neither public nor minuted fpaiblic consumption) between the
Presidency (Portugal at the time of the discus$jahe EU Parliament, represented by
Arlene McCarthy, a UK MEP who is the Chair of thmMQO (internal market)
Committee, and the Commission (the EU civil sersgna compromise set of draft
Amendments was finally agreed in November. Or" 28ovember the European
Parliament approved the final compromise Amendm@nto the 1991 Directive, which
was carried with 588 votes in favour, 14 against Ah abstentions.

What have the shooting and collecting organisatamiseved?

e Antiques: The BSSC’s Secretary, who is also President ofAlms & Armour
Society, made a major contribution in this aresedly and via FESAC. After long
negotiations on the understanding that the UN [odtavhich precipitated the
Amendment process appeared to mandate a defiritdata no later than 1899
(which would have adversely affected the Britaipsacticable approach to the
definition of antique firearms), we have ended upere we started, which is not a
bad place in which to be. The definition of antiqudl be left to individual states,
and collectors and museums will remain outwith Biesctive, as they are now. This
does not mean that we are out of the woods in iBriteowever, since the UK has
individually signed (but not yet ratified) the UNrélaty, so the BSSC has begun
discussions with the Home Office on this basis.

e Auctions: Conventional auctions of modern firearms shoulshaie unaffected by

provisions dealing with selling by means of ‘distarcommunication’. BSSC and the
GTA took the lead on this issue, which particulatiects the UK

16



17

Brokers: Some draconian and very wide-ranging proposalardegg brokers have
been dropped, although some regulation at natiewval is encouraged. Within the
UK, our existing DTI regulations will ensure congice.

Deactivation and convertible firearms: There will be strict deactivation guidelines,
but again with little likely impact on Britain. Cweertible blank firers and convertible
replicas will be treated as real firearms. Aganere is unlikely to be much impact on
the legal owner in the UK, but these measuresriemded to help choke off supplies
for illegal conversion for criminal purposes.

European Firearms PassDespite the best endeavours of the shooting azgaons
and considerable support within Europe to makeBRP the only document needed
for EU citizens to travel with their firearms acsoisternal borders, we lost on this
one, and Britain retains the ability to demand #i8r Visitors Permit as well as an
EFP. Britain will not be permitted to charge a feeany part of the EFP process, and
the BSSC and FACE have begun to press for the taowep of a copy of the EFP,
rather than the original document as currently iregly as part of the application
process for the British Visitor's Permit by EU zéns. This would considerably
reduce the inconvenience of the present systenutuigtors.

Four categories: After a considerable effort, the four categoriésirearm enshrined
in the 1991 Directive have been retained for thstsges (principally France and
Austria) that want them. Category D allows possassi conventional non-repeating
shotguns without any form of license in those staf®ithin four years, however, the
Commission will report on the possible advantagesdisadvantages of reducing the
number of categories to two (‘prohibited’ and ‘aurtised’).

Marking and tracing: Marking to indicate manufacturer and country agior, date

of manufacture and serial number will become cosynyl for the EU, as will a
similar requirement to mark firearms being sold @uGovernment stocks for civilian
use, should they be inadequately marked. We didageuto prevent the adoption of
both draconian marking requirements for ammunitéowl, at one stage, only the
BSSC appeared to have been fully aware of the lplesgery adverse impact that a
proposed ill-defined ‘unique individual numberirgystem could have had on dealers
and shooters alike. Thanks to hard lobbying byB&SC, this was dropped. Some
limited recognition has been given to the CIP (titernational proof authority).

National computerized data filing systemsThese will become mandatory, to link
firearms sold in the EU to their owners, but wiltrmuch affect the UK shooter as
we already have NFLMS. The main impact is likely be on record-keeping

requirements for the UK gun trade, including conueiarimport and export between
member states, and the precise nature of thisréadyt under discussed with the
Home Office.

‘Replica’ firearms: The Commission will carry out a study of what init8in are
called ‘repros’ (i.e. fully functional facsimilesf wld firearms), which in some
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European countries are treated on the same bagleasntique they mimic. This
study may also extend to non-firing replicas, anlll ve submitted in 2010. The UK
is unlikely to be much affected.

e Under-18s: There was considerable pressure from some quattersestrict
considerably or even prohibit target shooting onting by under-18s. After much
effort (with positive inputs from our Home Officed)he ability of British young
shooters to shoot unsupervised should not be affgthey will need permission from
a parent), but the age at which a firearm or shottan be purchased will rise from
17 to 18. Given the lack of support in Europe fooanger age for purchase, we had
no prospect of changing this. The BSSC providedt dvarding which was used to
improve this section of the Directive.

The amended Directive will come into force in Jagua008, with implementation by
2010. The BSSC has already been involved in nagm@with the Home Office on the
practical implementation of the revised Directivehich is now EU law and will be
implemented in the UK by means of an Order in CduiSome trade record-keeping
issues apart, the only change that is likely toaatmn the ordinary shooter is the raising
to 18 from 17 of the age at which someone may bslyagun or rifle. 18 is already the
minimum age for purchase of an air weapon or cmssb

WORLD FORUM

The BSSC is a founding member of the World ForuntlenFuture of Sports Shooting
Activities (WFSA), a NGO in Roster Consultative tBswith the Economic and Social
Council of the United Nations.

Proposed United Nations Arms Trade Treaty

In 2006 the UK and six other countries sent afdtieall Governments proposing a UN
Group of Experts to consider a global Arms Tradealy that would establish common
international standards for the import, export a@rahsfer of conventional arms. This
would be legally binding, and cover all conventibaems, not just small arms and light
weapons. The BSSC’s concern, shared by World Foiuuthhat such measures intended
to control the trade in, and brokering of, militagguipment could have an unintended
and damaging impact on the legitimate internatiomatle in sporting firearms and
ammunition, and even on the international movenwdnprivately-owned firearms for
hunting, target shooting or cultural purposes. @omcalso grew over the possible
extension of the proposed ATT to ammunition, anéraothe UN'’s interest in model
national legislation on brokering and firearms colst
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The Secretary was involved in preparing the Worduin's submission to the UN First
Committee in October 2006, and the process towartieaty is now under way. It is
likely to take at least five years.

The Foreign & Commonwealth Office’s ‘Response te tlnited Nations Secretary
General’'s Request for Views’ on the proposed ATVoadtes, not surprisingly, a tough,
transparent system with sanctions to control irgteomal trade in conventional weapons.
The Secretary had discussions with the FCO abooépting antiques and sporting
firearms from the strictures of the proposed treatyd Paragraph 13 of the FCO’s
Response state'gin instrument should also not place overly burasns controls on the
movement of privately owned antique or sportingdims for sporting or cultural
purposes.This represents a useful statement on which tlol buither on issues relating
to civilian firearms and the ability to move themarnationally.

Following discussions with World Forum and the Defe Manufacturers Association, a
joint submission, drafted by the Secretary, wasemad the § May on behalf of the
DMA and BSSC to the Foreign & Commonwealth Office the specific issues of
marking, tracing and international movement of amithon, a matter being considered
by a second UN Group of Government Experts.

The Secretary attended the Study Day on the AT@ bel8" June at the Royal College
of Defence Studies. The programme was one of gdisqussions and reporting back to
an open forum. An excellent background paper byfeBsor Paul Cornish, Carrington
Professor at Chatham House and Head of its IntenatSecurity Programme had been
distributed, and, very importantly, this recognizid civilian sporting shooter as one of
the stakeholders of whose interests account negedeel taken in any ATT. World Forum
was represented by Tom Mason and the Secretargsemed civilian firearms issues. It
was made abundantly clear by the FCO that the ABE wot in any way aimed at
domestic firearms legislation anywhere. Tom Masad the Secretary made sure that
those present were fully aware of the size and anparld-wide of civilian ownership. It
was clear that the civilian owner and user of finre® and the legitimate civilian gun
trade, are seen by the FCO as stakeholders inssug, and that there was no inbuilt
animus against the trade in, or legitimate intaomati movement of, civilian firearms.

The Secretary attended one day of the informal AVdrkshop hosted by Canada in
Geneva during the week of 2August, along with other World Forum representsiv
during which he had a personal meeting with UK Assaalor for Disarmament Affairs
John Duncan to discuss specific civilian firearrssues. He also attended a major
seminar in London jointly hosted by the Foreign &@nonwealth Office and the DMA
on 14" September. At both the point was made very stiotight the ATT was not
intended to affect domestic firearms legislationt the likely effect on the international
trade in civilian arms (or indeed the internatiomadvement of firearms by their private
owners) remains much less certain, and intentiomsat likely to become clear on these
issues until detailed drafting of the UN Group aiv@rnment Experts’ report begins in
the latter part of 2008. The anti-gun Non-Governtae@rganisations are already very
heavily involved in lobbying and inputting infornma into the ATT process. They are
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against any differentiation between civilian firear and military small arms, and are
increasingly portraying the proposed treaty as atra@ime measure, supported by
instances of misuse of shotguns and pistols in Idpireg countries. It is now widely
appreciated that the ‘gun lobby’ can have a profoafiect on the attitudes of any US
administration to an ATT and, without US involverhean ATT would be seriously
compromised. World Forum made a presentation omeéleel to exempt civilian firearms
from the proposed Arms Trade Treaty to the UNCbmmittee on 8 November 2007,
one of only four NGOs invited to do so. This wemtryw well, and, exceptionally, the
WFSA team was praised for an exemplary presentation

The Secretary was invited to a Foreign & Commontheglffice conference held at
Wilton Park, the FCO'’s country house conferencifing centre, from %7-10"
December. Attendance was by invitation and it weesvily subscribed, with 57 attendees
from 26 countries. Most present were governmentesgmtatives or staff of Non-
Governmental Organisations, these comprising Ammésitish Red Cross, BSSC (and
World Forum), IANSA, Oxfam, Saferworld and SBAC ($sty of British Aerospace
Companies, which also covers high tech defencesygt Academic organisations were
Chatham House, the Department of Peace Studiesetdity of Bradford and the Royal
United Services Institute. Representatives of th€ Department for International
Development, the UK Ministry of Defence and the I¥ice for Disarmament Affairs
were also present. Much of what was discussed waedaat informing the UN Group of
Government Experts who will be considering the if@biyy of an Arms Trade Treaty
over the next year or so, and several of the GGEe weesent. The proceedings were
conducted under Chatham House rules, so commentsiotabe attributed to
organisations or individuals. The format was tadks set themes (export, import, and
scope), followed by breakout groups. The Secretay there on behalf of World Forum
as well as the BSSC, with the aim of ensuring thatposition of the legitimate civilian
firearms owner and the civilian gun trade was potete and understood in a milieu in
which inevitably small arms and light weapons wtre point of focus, whatever the
aspirations of the ATT’s proponents for the coverafjall conventional arms

There was growing appreciation by importing statésch do not manufacture weapons
that non-state actors and criminals had no diffycuh getting small arms and light
weapons on the black market, but that small staéze facing export refusals.

Of the 92 states, plus the EU, who had submittesvyion the proposed Arms Trade
Treaty, four had raised the issue of the movemeptigate civilian firearms. These were
Bosnia, Canada, Malta and the UK. All used the Ek {(i.e. it should not place overly

burdensome controls on the movement of privatelyhexlvfirearms). The Secretary
clarified that this was intended to facilitate termgry exportation/importation for people
going to hunt or target shoot in a country othantltheir own). He emphasised in a
plenary session the point that there were a veryelaaumber of legitimate civilian

firearms owners and users in the World (using thvis§ Small Arms Survey figures),

and that their interests, and the interests ofdiestantial legitimate trade supplying
them, needed to be given proper consideration.
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The point was well made that many of the confligtas in Sub-Saharan Africa have now
progressed to ‘post-conflict’ status, and so lovemsity conflict is no longer seen as the
exclusive reason for achieving an ATT. There isnaneasingly significant movement in
some unsympathetic quarters towards supportingptbposed ATT as a method of
reducing crime, with Brazil being held up as an regke of uncontrolled armed
criminality. Clearly the failure of the Firearms B&eferendum there continues to rankle.

The BSSC will continue to help maintain pressuravoid civilian and collectors’ arms
being caught up in controls aimed at modern mititanall arms and light weapons.

World Forum “Workshop on Shooting Ranges: Lead Redmation, Sound
Attenuation, and Backstop Construction” Palermo, 23 October

Dr John Harradine (BASC) and Major Frank Comptonol gave papers of great
interest on, respectively, ‘Responses to shootmgenproblems in the UK’ and ‘UK
Ministry of Defence Development, Maintenance andnBeiation of Stop Butts’. The 30
participants included the world’s leading authestion shooting range design and
management, who listened to seventeen presentagtated to lead management, sound
attenuation and projectile containment. Following foom the World Forum’s very
influential ‘World Symposium on Lead in Ammunitioriield in Rome in 2004, the
meeting gave an overview of the latest technologm@®ovations and developments in
various countries. The Palermo Proceedings are fmublished in early 2008.

World Forum Executive Committee Meetings, Nuremberg7-8 March and Palermo,
4-5 October

At the March meeting the Secretary presented aigisson paper proposing a number of
topics for future conferences. He was appointedrtad hoccommittee monitoring the
Arms Trade Treaty. He was also re-appointed tdEterutive Committee until 2009 and
chaired the plenary session and gave the final toadction’ address to the session and
was interviewed at length for NRA-TV. Major concercentred on the UN's legislative
programme, which had re-started the process dfeefailed New York Conference of
2006, and now encompassed the proposed Arms TradeyTand positive steps towards
the control of trade in ammunition; the amendmeinthe EU Directive on Weapons
Control and the environmental issues of lead poliuand noise.

In October the Secretary was involved in furthescdssions on the expansion of the
WFSA’s website and chaired the Executive Committ€ee Executive Committee
meeting was preceded by meetings of the LegislaBtatistics and Environmental Sub-
Committees and the Manufacturers’ Action Group. Agiaom the Arms Trade Treaty
and the EU Directive, major issues were increapidplems associated with flying with
firearms, postal problems involving firearms andiisonmental matters. The Secretary
was made a member of the working group which valbbldressing the airline and postal
issues and the ATT working group will be very aetigver the next several years.
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Planning is beginning on the 2009 workshop on tharenmental benefits of hunting, as
proposed by Professor Gary Mauser and the Secretary

NATIONAL SHOOTING WEEK 2007

The BSSC's first National Shooting Week , which feom 26" May to 3 June, was a
considerable success. Information on the evenheshd5 million people (12.9 million
through non-specialist print media, all but ondgh&m positive in tone, and also through
radio and television). The media launch at Bislgytihe Chairman Lord Shrewsbury
attracted considerable political support.

Richard Caborn, the then Sports Minister, wrote:

“I would like to take this opportunity to wish &ahose involved in the event every success.
Offering people a chance to try Olympic and Pargignmsports may inspire future 2012
medallists. Britain has a strong track record bfn@pic shooting success.”

Martin Salter, the Labour spokesman on shooting fistiing, gave a very positive
address highlighting the ridiculous situation iniethour Olympic pistol squad finds
itself, having to train in Switzerland because 1887 Firearms (Amendment) (No.2) Act
banned target shooting with a .22 pistols, stating:

“The event will also demystify certain imagery saunding guns and give members of
the public a great day out in a safe environment.”

Hugh Robertson, the Shadow Sports Minister, said:

“Shooting is one of the most inclusive Olympic dParalympic sports, where gender, age and
disability are no barriers to success. | applautiddal Shooting Week as an excellent idea to
promote a sport in which Britain excels. We musegur best shooters every chance to shine
in the future.”

Also attending was Kate Hoey MP, Chair of the Coysitle Alliance and President of
the Clay Pigeon Shooting Association. Enjoying tlay were Dr Derrick Campbell,
Chair of the ACPO Criminal Use of Firearms Natiolmalependent Advisory Group and
Detective Chief Inspector Phil Healy, the thenfstdficer to the ACPO CUF portfolio.
Those attending had the opportunity to meet, talkrtd watch in action top clay target,
small bore and air weapon shooters, many of themons with their eyes on the 2012
Olympics. These included Lawrence Collier (gold alést, Junior men’s skeet, 2006
ISSF World Championships), Nathan Sutherland (Bhglunior Air Rifle Champion
2006), Ryan Sperling (16-year-old clay pigeon shoobronze medallist in the 2005
European Championships), Sally Bond (gold medalaimen’s skeet, Sydney Youth
Olympic Festival 2007), Rory Warlow (silver medsitli skeet, Sydney Youth Olympic
Festival 2007), Samantha Buckley (silver medallisinior Women’s British Open Air
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Pistol Championships), Mick Gault (pistol shooténglish, British and Commonwealth
Champion, and most decorated English Commonweath&s Competitor), Elena Little
(World record holder in Women’s Olympic Skeet), Nat Milgate (Paralympian air rifle
shooter. Winner, standing category, British Airgghampionships) and Montana Jones
(Modern Pentathlete, and one of the first five qurathletes to receive a 2012 Sports
Scholarship in 2005).

Other MPs had attended the events run througheuUti by 101 clubs providing 200
‘open days’, at some of which attendance was fold-higher than anticipated. The idea
for the National Shooting Week came from the Cowantle Alliance, and the central
organisation was undertaken by Rob Gray, its CagmsaDirector, who has earned the
considerable thanks of the shooting community Isyiftroduction of the shooting sports
to a very substantial number of potential partinofigaand his generation of much good
publicity that has had a positive effect on thecpption of shooting among the public at
large.

LEAD AND NOISE ATTENUATION WORKING GROUP

Following preliminary information-gathering meetsagn February and March, this
BSSC Group held two meetings in July and Septendrad, has been working on two
specific areas: sound attenuation, particularly aay shooting grounds, and the
preparation of a paper on this subject by Dr Jolarratliine at the World Forum
Workshop on Shooting Ranges: Lead Reclamation, &ditenuation, and Backstop
Construction (see under World Forum). This invoheedvide-ranging survey of clay
shooting grounds carried out by the Clay Pigeono8hg Association and the British
Association for Shooting and Conservation

AUCTION HOUSES

The Secretary and the Gun Trade Association caatialbe involved in discussions with
the major arms auction houses, led by Bonhams,roblgms relating to auction house
business involving firearms subject to certificatioA report addressing the issues
prepared for the BSSC by Colin Greenwood of theoBhg Sports Trust was considered
in detail at a meeting on 18January. The Secretary has also continued to brief

potential problems that might arise from proposegdments to the EU Directive on
Weapons Control and Westminster legislation on daor

DEFENCE MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION SECTION 5 GROUP
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In May the Secretary drafted a joint submissionmfrohe Defence Manufacturers
Association and BSSC to the FCO on the feasibditynarking and tracing small arms
ammunition. This has been a major arms controkisdélboth UN and EU levels.

STANDING CONFERENCE ON COUNTRYSIDE SPORTS

The 58th meeting was held on tH& i@ay 2007. Of particular note had been the creation
in November 2006 of ‘Natural England’, bringing &her the Countryside Agency,
English Nature and Defra’s Rural Development Sexvidor Helen Phillips, its Chief
Executive, gave a presentation on ‘Ambitions fa Bural Economy and Countryside’.
This new body's purpose was to help resource theralaenvironment, and to improve
access and enjoyment. Its programme would be baseslistainable use and ensuring
environmental security. She acknowledged the réleonintry sports in moorland and
hedgerow management; in the encouragement of fredyins; of legitimate predator
control; of the need for care over introduced s®eaind of the work of wildfowling clubs
in improving coastal SSSIs and even in flood préeen She stressed that Natural
England wished to work positively with country sggoorganisations. David Collins,
Deputy Chief Constable of North Yorkshire, and Chai the ACPO Rural Affairs
committee, gave a lively and amusing talk on thebf@ms of rural policing in what is
now seen as an ‘urban-centric’ policing ethos, nked for rural enforcement and the
problem on unenforceable legislation. John Lloyde¥ Chairman, Countryside Council
for Wales, gave a talk on the interplay betweemeaac pressures, public policy and the
farmer’s personal preference. Climate change (wbiahld be the major influence on the
success or failure of local species populatioris), rieed to find alternatives to oil and
population growth all exerted considerable influmn&hooting could help to preserve
bio-diversity, including through predator contrbyl. general the Meeting re-enforced the
growing understanding and acceptance that fieldts@oe part of the solution to social
and economic problems, rather than being perceagegart of the problem. They do,
however, have to earn that acceptance througheaobihoperation with other agencies.

On T November 2007 the Secretary attended th& S@eting of the Standing
Conference. The theme was ‘Sharing Experience ftumope’. Subjects included food
hygiene Directives and their implementation, a eewviof the Nature Directives, the
Weapons Directive, and the work of the Europeardbamers Organisation (ELO). The
ELO, originally founded in 1985, is made up of Sional organisations and is based in
Brussels.Inter alia, it runs the secretariat of the European Parlidimemtergroup
Sustainable Hunting’, which can influence EU palitqs key message is that wildlife
managers, hunters and anglers have a deep interd& environment and are ‘solution
providers’ for the protection of biodiversity. las created a Charter of good practices for
wildlife management. Yves Lecocq of FACE gave antstamding overview of
‘Countryside sports-their contribution to Europeaamal and urban communities’. The
number of hunters was growing in the Nordic coastriGermany and Ireland (which had
the highest percentage of its population involvedural sports), but falling elsewhere,
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and with a rising average age. The challenge wasetsuade more of the urban young
and women to become involved.

ANNUAL LUNCHEON

Guest of Honour Vernon Coaker, Minister of Statetret Home Office, drew warm
applause at the British Shooting Sports Councitsdal Luncheon on 39March when
he emphasised the Government’s determination teeptedisruption of lawful shooting
and fishing activities by animal rights extremid®ginting to the Government’s record of
firm and effective action against extremists thioutg bio-science strategy, he made it
clear that this would be applied with equal rigagainst those intimidating or harassing
shooters and anglers.

Vernon Coaker praised the BSSC’s National ShooWegk initiative for “presenting
your sport to the public in a positive light whilpromoting the responsible use of
firearms” and promoting a wider public understagdf the difference between the legal
use of firearms and their misuse by “thugs outéhwurdering people on our streets”. He
stressed his willingness to listen to the shootpasht of view and his appreciation for
the assistance, advice and information they cautiedbto a sometimes complex debate.

MISCELLANEOUS ACTIVITIES

In March the Secretary was elected President of Alras & Armour Society and
appointed a Consultant to FESAC, the FoundatiorEofopean Societies of Arms
Collectors.

The Secretary appeared on Sky News, Oxford LocdidRand Radio Five Live about the
Virginia Tech shootings and National Shooting Weakd had a letter on gun crime
published in the London Evening Standard.

The Secretary gave a paper on areas of agreemdntlismgreement over legislative
change at the BASC/ACPO Firearms and Explosiveerising Working Group on 19
April.

On 22" June the Secretary gave a presentation on the M&RNd changes to the Deer
Act to a Metropolitan Police Firearms Enquiry Oéfis training day. He was also one of
the respondents to the Metropolitan Police FireaRodicy and Standard Operating
Procedures review in May.

The Secretary was interviewed for an article wtappeared in the ‘Daily Telegraph’ on
the granting of shotgun certificates to childrehisTarticle elicited numerous responses
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on the ‘Daily Telegraph’s’ website, almost all fawvable to the responsible involvement
of young people in the shooting sports. He was aiserviewed at length about the
amendments to the EU Weapons Control Directive tfe American NRA Radio
channel.

Correspondence concerning this report, or othetemsat
relevant to the British Shooting Sports Council,
should be addressed to:

David J. Penn
Secretary
British Shooting Sports Council
PO Box 53608
London
SE24 9YN

Telephone: 020 7095 8181
Email: djpbssc@btconnect.com
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